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1. Dear Chastain Cousins
MENU

Now that it’s November, Veterans Day is just a
week away. Some of our family members have
served our country through military service, so
this month, we go out of our way to recognize
and appreciate them.
This issue of Chastain Chatter includes a list
of our veterans by name, service, and where
they live now. Names of spouses may also be
listed, because in their role as supporters, they
matter, too.
Also, I encourage you to click the link to pull up
the PDF enhanced version of each issue of
the Chastain Chatter. The PDF version also
includes photos that do not show up in the
e-mail version of Chastain Chatter. (Thanks
to Ron Roberts for his work converting the
e-mail version to PDF. The link is in Section 2.)
For those who plan ahead, check out the
announcements in Section 2. The second
announcement provides information about the
2018 PCFA reunion in Virginia.

There is an assortment of information in this
issue of Chastain Chatter, but several
sections are about the Pierre Chastain Family
Association. (If you are not an official member
of the PCFA already, maybe you will be
inspired to officially join the organization after
you read the information included.)
NOTE: Joining the actual PCFA is not the
same as joining the Pierre Chastain Family
Association FaceBook group. There is no
charge to join the FaceBook group, just as
there is no charge to receive the Chastain
Chatter.
The Chastain Chatter needs your input. If you
send in some of your family stories, questions,
comments, suggestions, history,
announcements, milestone news, anecdotes,
suggestions, etc., they make each issue more
interesting to other readers.
(And thanks to all who sent in queries,
information, articles, etc. for this issue.)

To contact me, send e-mails to karylcb@cs.com and karylcb@gmail.com .
Love and peace,
Karyl
(Karyl Chastain Beal, Spring Hill, Tennessee.)
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2. Announcements
a) Enhanced Version of this Chastain Chatter
First timers: Congratulations, you did it!
Old hands: Well, it’s rather mundane by now. :)

MENU

Navigation Tips:
All the Menu titles are links to the indicated section.
Links in this color go to places in this document.
This color link goes to your web browser or email program.

b) The 2018 Pierre Chastain Family Association Reunion
MENU
At the family reunion in Louisville, Kentucky in October, the family voted to hold the next reunion
in Richmond, Virginia. That’s the area where Pierre Chastain and his family settled when they
came to American in 1700.
Ron and Phyllis Mitchell have volunteered to coordinate the 2018 reunion. They have already
reserved rooms for us at a reduced rate at the Doubletree Hotel in Richmond – Midlothian. The
reunion will be the week-end of September 14th and 15th.
More details will be given out later, but if you want to make an early bird reservation at the hotel,
the phone number is 804-379-3800 (Be sure to indicate you are attending the Pierre Chastain
Family reunion.)

MENU

How are we related to each other?
Would you like to see how you connect with other Chastains that you may be acquainted with in
person, via FaceBook, through Chastain Chatter, at the family reunion, or otherwise?
And . . . Are you interested in finding out if your lineage connects with any famous or notable
people?
If you are, we invite you to join our Relative Finder group, set up through the familysearch.org site
by Dean McCook and Jayne McCook a couple years ago.
All you do is go to familysearch.org (a free site), fill in your ancestors as much as you know, and
then go to the website relativefinder.org. There, follow the directions to connect your information.
Then, pull up the “Group” called Pierre Chastain Family. The password to access it is
pierre1659. (You can filter out different groups by checking the groups you want to see on the left
sidebar.)
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4. Meeting My Great Grandfather
MENU
By Donna Chastain Roberts
After 78 years I finally met my Chastain
Family for the first time at the 2017 PCFA reunion.
What a joy to see so many familiar faces; familiar
because I have seen them looking back at me from
my mirror.
The most surprising meeting happened
shortly after Ron and I arrived at the hotel. A
gentleman asked if we were looking for the
Chastains. When I turned to tell him, “Yes!” I found
myself face to face with my first great grandfather,
John D. Chastain! It was not, of course. Rather, as
I later found out, he was a third cousin, David Long.
He is a joy.
It would seem difficult, after a beginning like
this, for it to get any better. But I continued to meet
cousin after cousin after cousin and every single
one was a keeper. Thank you all for being my
family. It was a long time coming, but well worth the
wait.
Another thing that made it such a fantastic
weekend is I saw my daughter, Leslie for the first
time in about two years and I met my new
granddaughter (step) for the first time. Leslie is as
proud of being a Chastain as I am.
A note to Sandy: thank you for a wonderful
reunion. We loved Louisville and I was glad to be
back in the South, even for a little while.

John D Chastain being photo bombed by
his great grand nephew, David Long
John D’s brother George is
David’s great grandfather.
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John D Chastain
Enlisted in Company A, Illinois 48th Infantry
Regiment on 07 Sep 1861. Promoted to Full
2nd Lieutenant on 20 Apr 1864.Promoted to
Full Captain on 08 Apr 1865.Mustered out
on 15 Aug 1865 at Little Rock, AR.
Photo taken between 20 Apr 1864
and 08 April 1865.

Genealogical Tip:

MENU

The Origins of Surnames
From SOG.org.uk
Because it is often impossible to
know the original form and, therefore,
the etymology or meaning of the
surname of a particular family until one
has traced that family's history and seen
how its surname has changed over time
the various available dictionaries of
surnames should be used with the
greatest care.
Many of the older dictionaries are
of little value, except perhaps to show
what people have believed in the past.
The most recent major work is P Hanks
and F Hodges, Oxford dictionary of
surnames (1988) which attempts to
explain the origins and meanings of
surnames from the English-speaking
world and includes many of European
and Jewish extraction.
However, the most authoritative
work is P H Reaney and R M Wilson, A
dictionary of English surnames (3rd edn.
1991) which lists the surviving spellings
of many surnames as well as giving
referenced examples from the earliest
times. The paper-back edition of this
dictionary (OUP, 1997) has a useful
Appendix by D Hey, 'Locating the Home
of a Family Name'.
You may be able to test the
explanation of your surname as given in
these dictionaries by studying its later
distribution. Some surnames which were
formerly frequent are now rare, following
the extinction of many male lines. If a
surname is rare it may have a
'single-family' origin.

This is frequently the case with
surnames derived from the names of
farms in areas of scattered settlement.
In earlier times many aliases are found
and these often arise from the parallel
use of a surname derived from a farm
name as well as another descriptive
surname. Later they may arise through
illegitimacy, the remarriage of a parent
or the inheritance of property from a
female relative.
Reaney and Wilson largely
excluded surnames derived from
place-names and many of these will be
found in C W Bardsley, A dictionary of
English and Welsh surnames (1901,
reprinted 1980), which gives early
referenced examples of the surnames
mentioned.
The derivations, however, are not
to be relied upon and for the meanings
of place-names one should consult
Eilert Ekwall, Concise Oxford dictionary
of English place-names (1960) or, failing
that, the appropriate county volume
published by the English Place-Name
Society.
Many puzzling surnames which
do not appear in dictionaries derive from
obscure or lost place or manorial
names, perhaps corrupted because of
unfamiliarity almost beyond recognition.
Many examples of the way in which
surnames are corrupted over time are
provided by G Redmonds, Surnames
and genealogy: a new approach
(Boston, USA, 1997).
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About the Pierre Chastain Family Association

MENU

The Pierre Chastain Family Association began on August 31, 1975 when some of the
Chastain family members met in Dyer, Arkansas. They understood the
importance of preserving family history, so they established the new organization.
There were fifteen charter members.
Their goal was for the new organization to collect, document, organize, preserve
and publish the family lineage with genealogical, historical and related data about
the descendants of Pierre Chastain and their lives.
Today, the PCFA has around 300 members, with about half of them being lifetime
members. (Yes, there are over 150 lifetime members – what an impressive show of
commitment.)

MENU

The PCFA Board
The founding members of the PCFA incorporated the association. They designated
a Board to direct the research and business of the association, and they wrote a set
of by-laws to guide the Board.
Board members are 100% volunteers. Some of them are elected officers. Others are
appointed to their positions because they have certain skills of knowledge that the
association needs. Board members receive no compensation for their involvement in
PCFA. (The inner satisfaction of knowing they’ve helped an organization that they love
is enough.)
The PCFA Board meets every year in person at the annual family reunion.
Technology has made it possible for the Board members to conduct some business
during the year via the Internet or telephone, also.
Today, the members of the Board, their offices, and where they live are:
Karyl Chastain Beal, President, Tennessee
David Long, Vice-President, Florida
Roy Chastain, Treasurer, Florida
Carol Migdat, Membership Secretary, Texas
Jimmy Chesteen, Genealogist, Mississippi
Bonnie Wilkins, Librarian, Illinois
Sandy Chastain Brough, Publicity, Kentucky
Rebecca Chastain Bigsby, Recording Secretary, New Jersey
Victoria Johs, Website Editor, Georgia
Susan Slape-Hoysagk, Historian and The Chestnut Tree Editor, Oregon
Emeritus members, serving honorary positions:
Herschel and Virgie Chastain, J. Dee and Carrie Chastain
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MENU

Renewing membership in the PCFA
If you are presently a member of the Pierre Chastain Family Association, you
should send your 2018 membership renewal dues ($20 per year) in to Carol
Migdat during November or December to make sure that you will receive the
January 2018 issue of The Chestnut Tree when it is mailed out. (See Appendix,
Section 15, for the membership renewal information.)
Another option is to change your status to lifetime member and send in $200. Two
hundred dollars for a lifetime membership may seem like a lot to send in at once, but
once you become a lifetime member, you don’t have to worry about ever mailing your
membership dues in again.

MENU

Why should you join the Pierre Chastain Family Association?
If preserving our Chastain family history is important to you, one way to show your
commitment is to support the PCFA by joining the organization.
If we don’t preserve the genealogy and historical records of our family, they may be
lost to future generations of Chastain descendants. Help us accomplish this mission.
Check out the Appendix, Section 16, for information on how to join the PCFA.

MENU

The Chestnut Tree
The Chestnut Tree is the official genealogy publication of the Pierre Chastain Family
Association. It is currently mailed out three times a year to all paying members. The
magazine is also mailed to a variety of genealogy libraries and historical
organizations for use by people who are doing in-person research.
The first issue of The Chestnut Tree was sent out in January 1976.
Help: Susan Slape-Hoysagk is stepping down as editor of The Chestnut Tree after
the January issues is mailed, so if you would like to become the new editor or if you’d
like to be part of the editorial team for The Chestnut Tree in 2018, please let us
know.
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11. QUERIES
MENU
a) I am specifically looking for Glen Chastain from the Jasper, Elijay Georgia Area in the 40's
the only other thing I know is he Glen was in the military in 1941- 42 time frame he should be
in his 90's or more and is probably deceased. I would love to speak with anyone who might
have known of him.
— From Fran Rimondi at franrimondi91@gmail.com
b) This may seem like a silly question, but I have signed up for Tier 1 in GEDMatch and I am
looking for chromosome matches for my Chastain family. Does anyone know of specific
Chromosomes or snp's that are associated with the family?
My father's side (not Chastain) has a particular deletion in Chromosome 2 and I can search
for that piece of the chromosome to narrow down possible relatives. I would like to do the
same with my Chastain family.
— From Liesa Hancock
(in Adelaide, South Australia, Australia) hancock.liesa@gmail.com

MENU

Starling Bryant Chastain
Transcribed by Bill Stephenson
Enlisted in the 22nd Regiment of Ala Vol at Doublin, Ala on the 1st of March 1862 to serve for
WAR.
He was born in Hall County in the State of Georgia; he is 20 years of age is 5 feet, 10 inches high,
Fair complexion, Grey eyes, Dark hair, by occupation when enlisted, a Farmer. During the past
12 months said soldier has been unfit for duty.
Camp Shelbyville Tenn
June 8th 1863
I certify that I have carefully examined the said S B Chastain, Pvt. Of Captain Amisteads
Company, and find him incapable of performing the duties of a soldier because of wounds inflicted
at the Battle of Shiloh in April 1862. The femur as badly fractured below the ‘Torchiantie Major’
(script barely legible) by a piece of shell – external wound sever. Although under Hospital
treatment much of the time, the wound is still supsating & discharging spieulas.
I recommend his discharge.

A. C. Coffais acting Surgeon

Discharged 16th day of June 1863
Near Shelbyville Tenn
J. C. Maxwell Commanding
Transcription by William L. Stephenson Jr Oct 29th 2017.
PS: Starling Chastain was able to return home. He inherited a grist mill and the mill site from his
grandfather. Thereafter for many years he owned and operated the community grist mill.
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Veterans
MENU
Veterans Day will be celebrated on November 11, 2017. This is one day we go out of our way to
let those who served in military service know we recognize them and appreciate them.
Thank you to all of our family members who are veterans; thank you to those who served in the
military to help keep America and the world safe.
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Flag photo © 2003 Ron Roberts
Prayer is in the public domain

Family members who are veterans:
Jeff Villines
Air Force 1969-1974
Greenwood, Indiana
Matthew Allen Chastain
USMC 8 years
Son of Jerry Chastain, Jr.
William T. Chastain, Jr (Rusty)
20 years US Navy
Alabama
Robert T. Chastain
6 years USMC
Alabama
Theodore S. Chastain
6 years USN
Alabama
David O. Chastain
USAF 1978-2001 (23 years)
Tennessee
Ronald N Chastain
US Navy 1975-1995
Covington, Tennessee
Donale Dolores Chastain
US Navy 1972-1976
Santa Rosa California
William (Bill) Lee Stephenson, Jr.
Army (Viet Nam era) Two years
Florida
Wife – Lynne Love Stephenson

Phillip E. Rowland
United States Army – Served two years.
Texas
Jake A. Rowland
US Marine Corp - Served six years
Oklahoma
Edward Hoyt, Sr.
Air Force 1970 - 1974 – Viet Nam
Kansas
Owen Bennett Chastain, Sr.
US Air Force 1960 - 1984
Warner Robins, Georgia
Wife - Doreen Chastain
Owen Bennett Chastain, Jr.
US Air Force 1986 - 2006
Warner Robins, Georgia
Wife - Tammy Chastain
Michael E. Scott
US Navy – 23 years. Retired as Chief
North Dakota
Wife – Terri Scott
Ronnie Beal
US Marines, 1967 – 1970
Tennessee
Wife – Karyl Chastain Beal
Patrick Marvin Chastain, Jr.
U. S. Army – Viet Nam
Georgia
Wife - Rose Marie Chastain
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Alan Chastain
US Navy 1979 - 1983
Lady Lake, Florida
Wife - Tami Chastain

Royal Ward
US Navy Submariner – 22 years
Florida
Rodney Lamar Chastain
US Marine Corps
Active service: 1966-1968 Inactive:
1968-1972
Franklin, North Carolina
Wife - Sue Ellen Wright Chastain

Owen Bennett Chastain, Sr.
US Air Force 1960 - 1984
Warner Robins, Georgia
Wife - Doreen Chastain
Owen Bennett Chastain, Jr.
US Air Force 1986 - 2006
Warner Robins, Georgia
Wife - Tammy Chastain

J. Dee Chastain
US Air Force – Four years
Arkansas

Kerry Douglas
US Navy 1982-87
Melvindale, Michigan
Mother - Janet Chastain Douglas

John Larry Gibson
US Army Spc 5 1969 –n 1971
Aiken, South Carolina
Wife - Mattie Brown Gibson

Dean McCook
US Army (Artillery & MP) 1969-1974
Tucson, Arizona
Wife - Jolinda McCook

Norman J. Spencer
Army 1966-1969
Muskogee, Oklahoma
Wife - Jacque K. Chastain Spencer

Jackie "Jack" Day, Jr.
U.S. Army 3 years active, 3 years inactive
Oklahoma
Wife - Jill L. Spangler

Jerry Dean Chastain
Father of Jerry Chastain, Jr.
U.S. Air force 25 years.
Passed away Nov 2007

Ronald E Roberts
US Air Force 1776-1986
Malmstrom AFB, Montana
Kunsan, Korea
Scott AFB, Illinois
Oelwein, Iowa
Wife - Donna Chastain Roberts

Michael Shawn Chastain
Brother of Jerry Chastain, Jr.
Army 4 years
Passed away Oct 2000.

Douglas Burnett
US Air Force 1963 - 1967
Florida
Wife - Lona Burnett
Raleigh Chastine
US Navy (Vietnam Veteran)
Georgia
Wife – Pat Chastine

Donald M Chastain
US Navy 1975-1995
Deceased
James Tom Chastain III
Navy 22 years
20 years civil service
Past away 2015
Wife - Sandy Chastain. Living in Delray
Beach, Florida
Son. Scott Chastain
Daughter Margie Chastain Crow
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VETERANS PHOTO
We took a photo of the veterans who attended the 2017 PCFA reunion in Louisville, Kentucky.
Click the link below to see it.
Left to right: Rodney Chastain, Ronnie Beal, Bob Conner, Doug Barnett, Ed Eller, Ron
Roberts, Jeff Villines, Bruce Chastine, and Raleigh Chastine

14. Obituary
MENU
Shelton Kimbell Chastain
October 24, 2017 – Allen & Allen Funeral
Home, Thomasville, Georgia
Services for Shelton Kimbell
Chastain, 90 of Thomasville will be held at
11:00 am, Wednesday, October 25, 2017 at
First Baptist Church. Rev. Marty Carnes will
officiate and interment will follow at Laurel
Hill Cemetery.
Mr. Chastain passed away October 22
at Archbold Hospital. Born July 10, 1927 in
Thomasville, he was the son of the late
Shelton Davis Chastain and Marie Kimbell
Chastain. On August 29, 1954 he married
Mary Alexis Ham, who preceded him in
death. Mr. Chastain was retired from F & W
Farm Supply and was a member of First
Baptist Church where he served as a
deacon. He was an active member and
cornerstone of the Thomasville YMCA and

will be truly missed. He was an avid biking
enthusiast and completed 40 mile rides at 90
years old. He was a loving father and
grandfather and he loved to fish.
He is survived by his daughters,
Melody Chastain Lloyd and husband Terry
of Loganville, Kim Chastain Bauman and
husband Fred of Orlando, Florida and Tina
Chastain Bates and husband Paul of
Thomasville; grandchildren, Jenna Lloyd
Reid and husband Charlie, Nic Lloyd and
wife Kat, Mary Melissa Bauman Daugherty
and husband Chris, John Richards, Jr and
wife Renee and Paige Richards;
great-grandchildren, Wren Reid, Robinson
Reid and Thomas Daugherty; brother,
Charles Chastain and wife Judy of Stone
Mountain.
He was preceded in death by sister,
Connie Chastain Knight.
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Chastains in the OLD News
From Chastain Central

World War II, Mine Layer General Richard Arnold Sunk
— Captain William H. Chasteen
During World War II, army ships mined key
American harbors including Portsmouth,
New Hampshire as part of an elaborate
coastal defense network. The mines were
set off, not by contact with an enemy ship,
but by wired systems detonated by
observers in the watchtowers. Small
mine-planters, some pre-dating WW I,
were used to lay the cables and junction
boxes that would set off the mines. None of
the mines were ever deployed.
On January 7, 1942, shortly after noon, the
L-88 which was coming up the coast
radioed that it had engine trouble and
needed assistance. Its position was given
as about 14 miles southeast of White
Island off Cape Ann, Gloucester.
Army officials immediately sent out the
98-foot General Arnold under command of
Captain William H. Chasteen to assist it
and the navy tug Yaquima was ordered out
as well. Just outside Portsmouth harbor the
ships began to buck heavy seas and take
on water which immediately iced up.
So serious was the icing that the Yaquima
was ordered back, but the Arnold
continued on, and the mine-planter
Absolom Baird, a 140-foot mine planter,
was ordered out. Meanwhile an army plane
was sent in to search for the L-88. Toward
dark, it located the ship and dropped a
flare directly astern of it.

but the Baird hastened to the scene, which
it reached a few hours later and took both
ships in tow.
At 1:45 a.m. the Arnold suddenly plunged
to the bottom; apparently it split at the
seams. The Arnold foundered so suddenly
that an army spokesman said it seemed
almost as though "the bottom dropped
out." Only quick action of the crew of the
L-88 saved that ship from being dragged to
the bottom by the Arnold. The
Quartermaster's civilian crew risked their
lives on icy wind and wave swept decks to
cut the lines.
Master Chasteen high on the bridge of the
Arnold jumped clear just as the ship went
under. Additional quick action by the
skipper of the L-88 who kept his little ship
dangerously close to the suction of the
foundering Arnold, enabled his crew to
rescue Chasteen.
Witnesses reported that the captain had
bravely called to rescuers, "Never mind
me. Save the others!" as he floundered in
the icy waters, but none could be found.
The Arnold sank about 20 miles Southeast
of the Isles of Shoals on in 20-foot waves.
Ten crewmen died.
The General Arnold was built in 1909, and
was perhaps named for a Civil War Union
brigadier general (1828-1882).

Using this for a bearing the Arnold reached
the L-88 where lines were put aboard, and
about 8:30 pm the two ships started toward
Portsmouth side by side. Little progress
could be made because of the heavy seas,
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MENU
Joining the

Pierre Chastain Family Association
(Membership Instructions)
To join the Pierre Chastain Family Association: (1) Print and fill in this form. (2) Write a check to
PCFA for the dues (see below). (3) Mail completed form and check to Membership Chair, Carol
Migdat. (If you are ordering publications at this time, you can send one check to Carol for both
membership and publications.)
(It’s also good to send an e-mail to Carol to let her know that you’ve mailed in your membership
dues so she can be on the lookout for it. Carol’s e-mail address is pcfa.carol@gmail.com.)
Mailing address: Carol Migdat, PCFA; 708 Bodega Bay Dr; Keller TX 76248-4128
Please print.
Date __________
Name ______________________________________________________________________
First
Middle
Maiden
Last (Surname)
E-mail address: ______________________________________________________________
Home mailing address ___________________________________
City / State / ZIP+4 ______________________________________
Telephone Home________________ Cell ___________________
Circle one:

(1) Lifetime membership - $200
(2) Join for 2018
(3) Renew 2018

Genealogical information:
Name of your spouse (first middle, maiden, last)
List of your Chastain lineage, starting with your name first.
1)
2)
3)
4)
(Use the back of form as needed)
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17. Chastain Chatter Publishing Information
MENU
The Chastain Chatter anchor site is www.chastain-chatter.com.
To submit articles, reports, stories, questions, announcements, etc., send a note to Karyl
Chastain Beal at karylcb@gmail.com and karylcb@cs.com.
Questions or comments about the .PDF file formatting, problems with links, or eye aches, please
contact Ron Roberts at: strebor1995@gmail.com.
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