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News Flash
There is still time to register to attend the Chastain family reunion in Louisville, Kentucky.
It’s the week-end of October 6th and 7th. Check the Appendix at the end for registration
details.

1. Dear Chastain Cousins
MENU
We especially have good news to report
about the presentation that will be made by
Emory Alzheimers Research Center. Check
Section 2 to read the details.
In Section 4, you’ll find the genealogical
tip about surnames, which I find a bit
fascinating. Surnames simply evolved as
pronunciations and spellings changed from
one generation to the next. Some Chastain
descendants do not carry the Chastain
surname spelled as C H A S T A I N, but they
are still part of our Chastain family.
(I plan to include more information
about surnames in future issues of Chastain
Chatter.)
For those of you who enjoy the
challenge of answering trivia questions, you’ll
find a few questions in Section 5. (Just
remember, trivia means useless information.)
Section 6 is an outstanding article about
Chastains and Alzheimers disease written by
Michele Cohen Malmin and just published on
September 11, 2017. She interviewed several
Chastains who have been part of the study
conducted by Emory, mostly those who live in
the area of Ellijay, Georgia.
Michele also interviewed Dr. Allan
Levey and Dr. Thomas Wingo, both of whom
will be presenting at our reunion this year.

I’ve included a copy of the complete
article Michele wrote, however, if you click the
link under it, you’ll be able to see the photos
that are included with the article. They really
bring it to life.
(And if you are attending the Chastain
reunion this year, you will actually get to meet
Michele, because she has registered to
attend.)
Section 7 is a story I stumbled upon
about a forgotten Chasteen hero. It was fairly
long, and it was in a format that I could not
easily adapt to this e-mail, but Pattie Duggan
kindly offered to type the whole article. Thank
you to Pattie.
And at the end of the issue, you’ll find
reunion reminders (Section 10) with
information, and the Appendix (Section 12) for
information on how to register and how to
contact the Hampton Inn to make room
reservations.
The Chastain Chatter needs your help.
I want to include a variety of Chastain related
reports or stories in each issue. If you send in
some of your family stories, questions,
comments, suggestions, history,
announcements, milestone news, anecdotes,
suggestions, etc., I’d love to share them.

To contact me, send e-mails to karylcb@cs.com and karylcb@gmail.com .
Love and peace,
Karyl
(Karyl Chastain Beal, Columbia, Tennessee.)
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2. Announcements
a) Enhanced Version of Chastain Chatter Issue # 051
MENU
First timers: Congratulations, you did it!
Experienced Downloaders: Another quotidian task by now. :)
Navigation Tips:
Links in this color go to places in this document.
This color link goes to your web browser or email program.

b) Breaking News: Emory Alzheimers Presentation
MENU
All three of the top researchers from Emory Alzheimers Research Center plan to attend our
reunion in Louisville, Kentucky this year: Dr. Allan Levey, Dr. Thomas Wingo, and Melissa
Armendariz, clinical research coordinator. They will do a two hour presentation on Saturday to
explain and update the work they have done (and will be doing) on Alzheimers and the Chastain
connection.

3. ¿Question?
MENU
Hello, my name is Johan Chastain. I live in Gatesville, Texas.
I have a relative I'm wanting information on. Her name was Sarah Margaret Downing. Her birth
date was 1835 died 30 May 1931. In Greene, Missouri. She was married to Frances Marion
Chastain. These two people were my great great grandparents.
See, my great great grandmother was 100 percent Osage Indian. And she was adopted. So this
name I have of her is her adopted name. My interest is in finding out her real name before
adoption. And who was the man who adopted her. She lived a very long life I have a photo of her
with 5 generations of women Chastains.
— Johan Chastain – e-mail johanchastain0@gmail.com
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4. Genealogical Tip:
MENU

The Relevance of Surnames
From SOG.org.uk
Unfortunately only a very small number of
pedigrees of British families can be traced to
the person who first used the surnames they
now bear. Many surnames have been
corrupted to such an extent that their original
forms may only be discovered after quite
considerable research.
This may involve tracing the pedigree step by
step from the present backwards in time, not
only to detect the changes but also to discover
the area of the country from which the family
came.
Present day forms of a large number of
surnames are due to the spelling of 16th or
17th century parsons, or even to the registrars
of births in the 19th century. They had no
guide to the spellings of names and attempted
to reproduce phonetically the sounds they
heard, as the great majority of the population
were illiterate and had no notion that any one
spelling of their name was more 'correct' than
any other.

All our original ancestors used a one-part
name, whether they were Celts, Anglo-Saxons,
Scandinavians or Normans. Certain people
before the Norman Conquest, and in growing
numbers afterwards, had an additional
'byname', but these were not hereditary
surnames in the modern sense as they did not
pass from father to son. Such names may
appear in the Domesday Book, but they have
no relevance here.
It was not until the early 12th century that
surnames became hereditary among the
nobility. They spread gradually amongst the
ordinary people in the next century, from the
town to the country and from the south of
England to the north. Most people in England
did not, however, have anything approaching
a hereditary surname until the end of the 14th
century.
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5. Trivia:
MENU

Chastain Personalities
1) Who was a missionary to Mexico, a pioneering genealogist, and lived a hundred years
a) Dixie Herlong Chastain
b) James Garvin Chastain
c) Moses Chastain
d) Methuselah Chastain
e) Penelope Chasteen
2) Who was a Trivial Pursuit champion, a pioneering judge, and lived a hundred years
a) Dixie Herlong Chastain
b) Karyl Chastain Beal
c) Santa Claus Chastain
d) Methuselah Chastain
e) Rip Van W. Chasteen
3) Who is the title character in a Stephen King novel
a) Judith Chastain
b) Madye Lee Chestine
c) Misery Chastain
d) Rainy Shastain
e) Anne Soblet
4) What Kansas City area hero founded Hate Busters and campaigns against hate groups
a) Adolph H. Chastain
b) Bill Murray
c) Clay Chastain
d) Dan Aykroyd
e) Ed Chasteen
5) How many known grandchildren did Rev. John Chastain have
a) 21
b) 57
c) 80
d) 96
e) 113
(Source: Chastain Central)
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6. A Family With an Astonishing Rate of Alzheimer’s Disease
May Harbor a Powerful New Gene
MENU
By
Michele Cohen Marill
September 11, 2017
ELLIJAY, Ga. — Louise Lowman Lee
remembers stories about her greatgrandmother being put in a fenced area in the
backyard, so she could wander safely. She
watched her mother patiently care for her
grandmother, who lost her reason, inhibitions,
and ability to care for herself. Then Alzheimer’s
disease gradually eroded the brain of her
devoted mother, too.
But when Lee and two of her sisters
brought their mother, Mildred Chastain
Lowman, to Emory University in Atlanta in
2006, they weren’t thinking about the family
tree. They were just looking for the best
possible treatment.
Dr. Allan Levey asked them to come into
a conference room with a genetic counselor
and other members of his team. “We’ve been
waiting for you,” he said.
“We were sort of stunned,” recalled
Sherry Dunn, another sister. “We were looking
at each other like, ‘What are they talking
about?’”
Levey explained that he had seen other
Chastains in his clinic over the years and had
begun studying their pattern of Alzheimer’s
inheritance. Genetic studies are stronger if they
include multiple branches of a family tree, and
here was Lowman, a distant cousin. She even
looked uncannily like another Chastain patient
Levey had treated.

The Lowman sisters immediately agreed
to give blood samples and take baseline
cognitive tests. Their personal struggle took on
a greater purpose. Emory researchers “needed
us just as much as we needed them,” said the
youngest sister, Holly Phillips.
Researchers have since determined that
there exists in the extended Chastain family an
astonishing rate of Alzheimer’s: The disease
strikes 44 percent of family members with an
affected parent. No other large family has been
found with such a high likelihood of inheriting
the typical, late-onset type of Alzheimer’s. The
rate suggests some family members carry a
previously unknown gene so powerful that it
can cause disease in someone who receives a
copy from just one parent.
Despite sparse funding for their work,
Emory scientists say they have made progress
in their quest to identify this new Alzheimer’s
gene, which could provide clues about the
disease’s causes, and possible treatments.
About the author: Michele Cohen
Marill, has an extensive resume. She has a
degree in journalism from Northwestern
University.
On her website, she wrote: Freelance
Writer - I am an award-winning journalist with
experience in magazine writing, news reporting,
online media and writing custom book
manuscripts. I have a specialty in health and
medical writing, which includes work for both
consumer and professional publications.

To read the complete article, go to the link:
https://www.statnews.com/2017/09/11/alzheimers-disease-gene-family/
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7. Forgotten Hero:
MENU

William Frank Chasteen
Source; bookos.google.com
Typed by Patricia Duggan
THE EVENT
Greenville Officer William Frank Chasteen,
47, a 17-year veteran, was shot and killed on
Feb. 21, 1971, as he questioned a suspect in
an alleged earlier shooting. The killer was
wounded by Chasteen and his partner and
committed suicide when "cornered" by police.
Chasteen was the first City of Greenville officer
killed in 39 years (since Officer A.B. Hunt was
killed in 1932).
Officer Chasteen and his close friend and
partner of 12 years, Officer David A. Woodall,
39, had just begun their tour of duty on the
midnight shift on Sunday, Feb. 21, 1971, when
they received a call from the dispatcher at
12:22 AM that there was a disturbance in
"Booker's Alley" in the "Greenline area" (a
black ghetto in the northeast section of the
city).
Upon arrival Chasteen and Woodall were told
by a black woman that Richard Brooks had
shot her in the neck and run out of the house.
The officers knew Brooks, a 26-year-old, 300
lb., black man, from their many years patrolling
the city.
The officers went to Brooks' nearby home but
were unable to find him. They then drove back
to the home of the woman who had reported
the shooting incident and were told that Brooks
had been back and had shot her 16-year-old
daughter in the arm as she sat outside the
house with a 16-year-old boy.
The Greenville News later reported that the
two wounded women were Mary Jane
Bowens, 41, who was shot in the head, and

her daughter, Linda Bowens, 16, who was shot
in the right arm. Brooks and the older woman
had apparently been involved in a violent
argument over Brooks dating her 16-year-old
daughter.
According to a later police investigation,
Brooks was "fond of" the 16-year-old Linda
Bowens and became enraged when he
discovered that she had a date with a
16-year-old boy. When the young couple drove
up to Linda's house just before midnight,
Brooks fired three shots into the youths' car.
Linda ran inside her home and Brooks tried to
kick in the door and "began firing shots all over
the house." The grandmother hit Brooks twice
in the head with a hammer before he left.
As the officers were talking with the woman
complainant, a man walked up to the officers
and said, "Brooks is standing up yonder on the
corner under the street light." The two officers
drove their patrol car to the corner and both
got out, drew their service revolvers, and
approached Brooks who was standing under
the street light with a pistol in his right hand.
The officers knew that Brooks had often been
in court on charges of drunk and disorderly
conduct and drunken driving but he had never
been violent before.
Chasteen, who was nearest Brooks, said "Give
me the gun, big guy." Brooks raised his left
hand and wiped the sweat from his face, and
at the same time he raised the pistol in his
right hand and started shooting Chasteen in
the chest.
Things happened so swiftly then that
everything seemed like a blur of frenzied
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movement. Chasteen was smashed to the
ground by the impact of bullets striking him in
the chest. The dying Chasteen, on the
ground, emptied his revolver with his last
strength but the bullets went into the ground.
As Chasteen fell, Woodall began firing at
Brooks who started running from the scene.
The officer's first shot "knocked down" Brooks
but he got up and began running again only to
be felled by a second shot. Brooks did not get
up after the second "knock down" and thus
Woodall, thinking that Brooks was immobilized
or dead, ran back to help his fallen partner. He
determined that Chasteen was badly wounded
and ran back to the patrol car (about 100 yards
away) to call for an ambulance.
As he was calling for help on the police radio
a witness to the shooting yelled to Woodall
"that the man was coming again." Brooks fired
at Woodall (hitting the windshield of the patrol
car) who could not return fire immediately as
he had emptied his gun earlier firing at the
fleeing Brooks. Woodall ran around his car to
re-load and emerged only to find that the
shooter had disappeared.
Officer Woodall returned to his fallen partner
and examined him more closely as he awaited
the ambulance. He saw that Chasteen had
been shot twice in the upper left chest and was
probably dead. Other officers arrived about the
same time as the ambulance. Chasteen was
rushed to the hospital but was dead on arrival.

THE PERPETRATOR
A police search team was organized to locate
the gunman. SLED agents brought
bloodhounds to the shooting scene and they
"sniffed a bloodstained trail" that led (at 3:20
AM) to an old grocery store building on Stone
Avenue, two blocks from the shooting.
Officers converged on the building and one of
them detected movement under the floor. He

started to call out, and a single pistol shot
sounded underneath the floor. Then silence.
The hunters crawled in and discovered the
dead killer. He had fired a single shot into his
brain.
Brooks had entered the building by crawling
through an open basement window. Realizing
that he was "cornered," the killer shot himself
in the head. He was found unconscious with
his pistol near him. He had been shot four
times and died five hours later. The killer was
identified as Richard Dean Brooks, 26. The
autopsy revealed that he had been "shot three
times in his right arm and once in the back
before firing the fatal shot into his head."

THE OFFICER
William Franklin "Frank" Chasteen, 47, was
born in Piedmont, S.C., on Sept. 23, 1924, the
only child of William Henry Chasteen and
Willie Lou Odom Chasteen. Frank was raised
in Piedmont and attended the public schools
there. He left high school short of graduation
to join the U.S. Navy in 1942 at the age of 17
and served throughout World War II. Most of
his six-year Navy career was spent on a
refueling ship in the Atlantic but he also served
for a time as a military policeman.
Chasteen returned to Greenville County in
1948 after discharge from the Navy and
completed his G.E.D. at the Veteran's School
in Greenville. He worked at the Franklin Mill in
Greer for several years before joining the
Greenville Police Department in June of 1954.
He was a patrol officer for all of his 17-year
career and was a partner to Officer Woodall
for 12 years. He also worked off-duty jobs for
several years to supplement his meager police
salary ($7,600 in 1971).
Officer Chasteen was well-known and
well-liked in both the white and black
communities. He was known to collect food
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and clothing from citizens and merchants for
delivery to needy persons in the community. In
fact, he had even given shoes on one
occasion to his killer, Richard Brooks. "Some
of the most beautiful flowers at his funeral
were sent by black friends."
An editorial in the Greenville News noted that
Chasteen was an officer well known by the
editors and staff members of the newspaper
and lamented the lack of respect often given to
police officers.
How ironic that today Frank Chasteen is a
fallen hero eulogized by the leaders of the
community. On Saturday, he was just another
policeman whose family sometimes suffered
slights simply because he was a cop.

In 1996 the grave of Officer Chasteen is easily
found in the northeast corner of Woodlawn
Memorial Park. The grave marker reads:

WILLIAM FRANK CHASTEEN
September 23, 1924
February 21, 1971

The grave marker also includes an emblem
signifying that Chasteen was a 32nd degree
Mason and a police shield with badge #141.
The marker includes the name of his widow,
who will be buried beside her husband, and
the words, "Together Forever."

Frank Chasteen married Nadeene Smith on
May 23, 1947 (before his discharge from the
Navy). Their son, Steve, was born in 1949.
Frank and his family lived at 118 Windemere
Dr. in Greenville and were members of the
East North St. Baptist Church. Frank was a
32nd degree Mason and a member of
Recovery Lodge 31, AFM.

Frank Chasteen was survived by his wife of
23 years, Nadeene Smith Chasteen, 44, and
his son, Steve Franklin Chastain, 21, both of
Greenville, and his mother, Willie Lou
Chasteen (his father died in 1964). Steve
Chasteen had just returned from a tour of duty
in Vietnam where he had continued the family
tradition of service in the U.S. Navy begun by
his grandfather and father. Steve had only
recently married and was attending North
Greenville Jr. College.

The funeral for Officer Chasteen was held at
the Thomas McAfee Funeral Home in
Greenville on Tuesday, Feb. 23, and was
conducted by Rev. Billy Huff, pastor of East
North St. Baptist Church. The service was
conducted with full police honors. Including a
police honor guard. The service was attended
by hundreds of uniformed police officers from
Greenville and surrounding cities.

In 1996 Nadeene Chasteen, 65, still lived in
the family home at 118 Windemere Dr. in
Greenville and her son, Steve Chasteen, 47,
lived in nearby Taylors and worked at
Wal-Mart. Nadeene Chasteen worked as a
bookkeeper at Taylors Lumber Company until
her retirement in 1994.

The funeral procession from the church to
Woodlawn Memorial Park in Greenville
stretched for five miles as the police
motorcycles leading the procession reached
the cemetery before some cars left the church.
A brief service was held at graveside and the
folded American flag from the casket was
given to the slain officer's widow.

The family did not receive an anticipated
$50,000 federal death benefit from a recently
enacted Omnibus Crime Control bill but did
receive a total of $7,500 (one year's salary),
$1,000 from the Patrolman's Volunteer Pledge
Fund, some insurance money and a
substantial sum of money collected from local
citizens. The officer's widow was overwhelmed
by the "outpouring of sympathy" from the
people of Greenville in the form of flowers and
cards at the funeral and the money collected.
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The money enabled the family to pay off its
debts and Steve to finish his education.
Also in 1996, Officer Frank Chasteen was
survived by two grandchildren, Stephen Paul
Chasteen, 23, of Taylors and Stephanie Ann
Chasteen, 19, a student at Limestone College
of Gafney. Frank's mother, Willie Lou, died in
1991and was buried in Piedmont beside her
husband. Officer David A. Woodall retired from

the Greenville Police Dept. in 1990 after 35
years of service and remained in Greenville in
1996.
The name of William Frank Chasteen is
inscribed (East Wall, Panel 30, Line 9) on the
National Law Enforcement Memorial in
Washington, D.C., and a plaque bearing his
name is displayed at the S.C. Criminal Justice
Hall of Fame in Columbia.

SOURCES: Greenville News, Feb. 22, 23, 1971; Insight, the Magazine of Greenville County,
Nov., 1972; and interviews with Steve Chasteen, David A. Woodall, and Mark Batson.

8.

Prayer List
MENU

Please hold the following Chastain family members in your hearts and prayers.
<

All whose lives were affected by Hurricanes Harvey and Irma

<
<
<

Mike Freels from Arkansas. (Health and other issues)
Roy Chastain from Alabama. (Health issues)
Carol Chastain from Alabama, Roy’s wife (Health issues)
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9. Obituaries
MENU

Danny Ray Chastain
From The Chattanoogan, September 1, 2017
Danny Ray Chastain, 63, passed away on
Thursday, August 31, 2017.
Danny was born in Fort Oglethorpe, on Jan.
22, 1954. He was a resident at Lecroix House,
Michael Dunn Center in Rockwood, Tn.
He was preceded in death by his parents,
Kimsey Paul Chastain and Dorothy Thelma
(Westmoreland) Chastain, and half brothers,
Clyde Harvey, Bill Harvey, and Thomas
Chastain.

Survivors include his two sisters, Sandra Lewis
and Charlotte Gooden; half sister, Margaret
Adams; and several nieces and nephews.
The family will have a private graveside
service. For those who wish, the family
requests that memorial contributions be made
to your favorite charity in Danny’s memory.
Arrangements are under the care of the North
Chapel of Chattanooga Funeral Home,
Crematory and Florist, 5401 Highway 153,
Hixson.

Jay Kevin Shasteen
September 3, 2017 from the Salem news, Florida.
COCOA, Fla. — Jay Kevin Shasteen, 63, of
Cocoa, Fla., formerly of Salem, died of natural
causes on July 30 at his home.
Born July 24, 1954, in Salem, he was the son
of the late Jere and Phyllis Shasteen. Mr.
Shasteen was a 1972 graduate of Salem High
School. He retired in 2014 after 42 years as a
draftsman.

He leaves a brother, Tim (Sandy) Shasteen of
Salem.
Arrangements were handled by the Ammen
Family Cremation and Funeral Care in
Rockledge, Fla.
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Harland E. Schasteen
December 22, 2015 – Hutchinson News, Arkansas
PRETTY PRAIRIE - Harland E. Schasteen,
79, died Dec. 21, 2015, at the Prairie Sunset
Home. He was born Aug. 7, 1936, at Larned,
Kan. Raised by his aunt and uncle, Edith and
Will Melson, he was a longtime resident of
Pretty Prairie, where he worked for the City of
Pretty Prairie and townships.
He was a member of the Pretty Prairie United
Methodist Church.
On April 1, 1972, he married Francie Rhodes
at Pretty Prairie. Other survivors include: son,
Charles; daughter, Cindy Snyder; half brother,

John Mai; half sisters, Sharon Thomson and
Linda Mai-Snead; and six grandchildren. He
was preceded in death by daughter, Chris; his
mother, Bessie; and aunt and uncle, Edith and
Will Melson.
Funeral service will be held at 1 p.m. Saturday
at Pretty Prairie United Methodist Church. The
family will receive friends from 10 a.m. to noon
Saturday at the church. Burial will be in Lone
Star Cemetery. Memorials may be made with
the church or Prairie Sunset Home, both in
care of Livingston Funeral Home, Kingman.

10. Reunion Reminders
MENU
PCFA Reunion Information
Oct 6 – Oct 7, 2017 –
Hampton Inn, Louisville, Kentucky
You can still register to attend. Deadline for
reunion registration: September 27, 2017
Silent Auction:
We need your donations!
One way you can help the Pierre Chastain
Family Association raise money to help with
our mission of preserving our family’s history
for future generations is to donate items to be
auctioned off in the silent auction at the 2017
reunion in Louisville.

Look around your home and find things that
are different, hand-made, unique, novelties, or
whatever – things you can do without who
might bring pleasure to someone else. If you
find something to donate, contact Sandy
Chastain Brough. If you are attending the
reunion, let her know what you have and then
bring it with you. If you are not attending, you
can mail things in.
Note: Check the Appendix at the end of this
issue of Chastain Chatter for the reunion
registration information and form and for
Sandy’s contact information.
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11. Next Issue of Chastain Chatter
MENU
I plan to send out the next issue of Chastain Chatter, a week or two after the Chastain family
reunion in October.

12. Trivia Answer Key
MENU

Chastain Personalities
1) Who was a missionary to Mexico, a pioneering genealogist, and lived a hundred years
b) James Garvin Chastain *
2) Who was a Trivial Pursuit champion, a pioneering judge, and lived a hundred years
a) Dixie Herlong Chastain *
3) Who is the title character in a Stephen King novel
c) Misery Chastain *
4) What Kansas City area hero founded Hate Busters and campaigns against hate groups
e) Ed Chasteen *
5) How many known grandchildren did Rev. John Chastain have
e) 113 *
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13. Appendix: PCFA 2017 Reunion Registration Form
MENU
Mail the following information and payment to register for the reunion and for the Saturday night
banquet to Carol Migdat at the address below. (The last day for registration to be received is
Wednesday, September 27, 2017.
(Checks or money orders should be written to PCFA.)
Your name ___________________________________
E-mail _______________________________________
Phone ______________________
Mailing address: ___________________________________
How many people are you registering? ______________________
List names of all people you are registering, including yourself.
(Also write CHILD beside names of any children ages 12 or younger.)
______________________________________
Saturday banquet: $40 per person (or $20 for children ages 12 and under.)
Total amount of payment enclosed: ___________
Mail to:
Carol Midgat – PCFA
708 Bodega Bay Dr
Keller TX 76248

HAMPTON INN HOTEL RESERVATION
Call 1-502-585-2200 to reserve a room if you want to stay at the hotel where all reunion activities
are. http://group.hamptoninn.com/PCFA-Annual-Meeting

REUNION COORDINATOR: Sandy
To donate items for the silent auction, or if you have any concerns or problems making your
Hampton Inn hotel reservation, contact the reunion coordinator: Sandy Chastain Brough
E-mail Sandy at sandychastainbrough@yahoo.com or call / text 502-494-1288.
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14. Chastain Chatter Publishing Information
MENU
The Chastain Chatter anchor site is www.chastain-chatter.com.
To submit articles, reports, stories, questions, announcements, etc., send a note to Karyl
Chastain Beal at karylcb@gmail.com and karylcb@cs.com.
Questions or comments about the .PDF file formatting, problems with links, or eye aches, please
contact Ron Roberts at: strebor1995@gmail.com.
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