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Dear Chastain Cousins
MENU
So much has happened since the last issue of Chastain Chatter, but the
PCFA reunion is over, and Ronnie and I have moved to Spring Hill,
Tennessee, so it’s time to get back into a routine again.
There is a variety of information in this issue, but I want to especially point
out a few sections for you to be aware of.
Be sure to check out the announcements in Section 2 if you want to read the
enhanced PDF version of the Chastain Chatter and if you want to see the
group photo taken at the 2017 Pierre Chastain Family Association reunion.
In Section 6, I have written a few of my memories from the reunion, however,
I hope that some of you who attended the reunion in Louisville will take time
to write about your experiences and memories and send them to me so that
they can be included in the next issue of Chastain Chatter.
In Section 7, you will find six news stories that feature Chastains doing
something positive, and four obituaries. (Actually, two of the news reports are
about one little boy, Cohen Chastain.)
At the Saturday night banquet at the end of the reunion, Anne Stokes
Moore read the Lord’s Prayer to us in French, the language our Chastain
ancestors spoke. I’ve included a copy of the Lord’s Prayer in French in
Section 9. (The version Anne read was written in an older version of French.)
I also want to extend a special thanks to Sandy Chastain Brough and her
assistant, Pam Boyd, for all they did to prepare for the reunion and to make
sure it ran so smoothly. The small details that must be tended to in order to
host a reunion of this time could be overwhelming to most people, but they
handled them with grace, so the result was a wonderful, unforgettable
reunion.
The Chastain Chatter needs your help. I want to include a variety of
Chastain related reports or stories in each issue. If you send in some of your
family stories, questions, comments, suggestions, history, announcements,
milestone news, anecdotes, suggestions, etc., I’d love to share them.
To contact me, send e-mails to karylcb@cs.com and karylcb@gmail.com .
Love and peace,
Karyl
(Karyl Chastain Beal, Spring Hill, Tennessee)
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2. Announcements
a) Download .PDF Version of this Chastain Chatter
MENU
Congratulations! You did it! You’re reading it! YAAAAA! (From Ron who is obviously over-tired)
Navigation Tips:
Links in this color go to places in this document.
This color link goes to your web browser or email program.

b) The PCFA Reunion Group Photo
MENU
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MENU

.

3. Correction
One small correction on the trivia questions. The second
question which involved trivial pursuit has the incorrect
Chastain. While my mother-in-law was very gifted in many
areas it was my father-in-law Reggie Chastain who was the
trivial pursuit champion.
I was there when my children started playing the game one
evening at their vacation home in the mountains. Papa sat in
a rocker listening to us asking questions of each other. When
someone was stumped he would call out the right answer
again and again much to the amazement of his grandchildren.
Reggie Chastain was such a wonderful and interesting man.
He and my father bonded after Richard and I married and they
were quite the pair. An immigrant from Germany and a
southern gentleman raised on a farm in Georgia. They were as
close as brothers till they died. Reggie Chastain was one of
the best informed, well read, knowledgeable men I have ever
known. He was a true renaissance man.
— Mrs. Richard (Linda) Chastain
Hoover, Alabama
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4. Genealogical Tips:
MENU

The Growth of Surnames
From: SOG.org.uk
The growing need for identification in
mediaeval England had probably led the clerks
to give people these additional names. They
might be those of their fathers (patronymics) or
of some other relation, or the name of the
place where they lived or from which they had
come (locative surnames), or the names of
their offices or occupations, or some
descriptive or nick-name.
These additional names might vary
considerably during a man's life, change from
generation to generation, be changed at
apprenticeship or be subject to translation by
the clerks at their whim, so that the process by
which they became fixed and passed from
father to son was quite accidental.

These people themselves sometimes used
different names from those by which they were
known by the clerks. Thus no clue can be
obtained from the surname alone as to the
original nationality or racial origin of a family.
The process by which names became
hereditary followed later in Scotland and
Ireland than in England. In Wales and
Shetland a large proportion of the population
did not develop stable hereditary surnames
until the 18th century, many not becoming
stable until the middle of the 19th century.

MENU

DNA Testing and Genetic Genealogy
At the reunion in Kentucky recently, Doug Burnett mentioned a resource for those who are
interested in learning more about DNA testing and genetic genealogy. Here are the sources Doug
specifically mentioned.
Blog by Blaine Bettinger---https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/
CeCe Moore---https://thednadetectives.com/
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Question
I am wondering if any of you might have or might be able to point me in the
direction of any information on a Mary Emmaline Chastain born in 1780 and
married to James Hooper (son of Absalom Hooper) in 1801 in North
Carolina.
She died in 1850 and had among her children Benjamin Chastain Hooper,
from whom I descend. Some sites show her as the daughter of Benjamin
Franklin Chastain, but I don't think that is accurate as the dates don’t match
up to this Mary Emmaline Chastain Hooper. Just wondering if anyone has
any info. Thank you very much!
Reply to Kelly Morris at Kelly@kellymorrispr.com

6. PCFA Reunion Memories
MENU
The Pierre Chastain Family Association reunion was held in Louisville, Kentucky on the week-end
of October 6th. About fifty people attended. Here are a few of my reunion memories.
1. Fifty people attended the reunion in Louisville, Kentucky on the week-end of October 6 –
October 7, 2017. The reunion was held at the downtown Hampton Inn.
2. Anne Stokes Moore gave two outstanding presentations, one of them on Friday afternoon and
the other one at the banquet on Saturday night. Her focus was the Huguenots and the area of
Virginia during the time our Chastain ancestors lived there.
3. Dr. Todd Stephenson gave two outstanding presentations, one on Friday and one on
Saturday. His focus was on interviewing techniques when we preserve family history and
transgenerational trauma that may (or may not) be passed down.
4. Sandy Chastain Brough took groups of people to tour the Sons of the American Revolution
Library and also the Frazier Museum. During the tour of the Sons of the American Revolution
Library trip, she and David Long presented the library with copies of our main genealogical
publications, Volumes 1 and 2.
5. Rod Chastain offered genealogical assistance in the Resource Room with the brown books.
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6. Dr. Allan Levey presented a program on Chastains and Alzheimers Disease. Afterwards, he
donned a PCFA t-shirt and joined some of us in a group photo, along with his clinical director,
Melissa Armandiaz. (Note: Dr. Levey and Melissa are now honorary Chastains because of the
extensive research they have done with members of the Chastain family.)
7. At the banquet Saturday night, Ann Stokes Morrow offered the blessing, The Lord’s Prayer
in French. (This may be the same prayer some of our Chastain ancestors prayed.)
8. At the banquet, we were served delicious Kentucky Fried Chicken with an assortment of sides
and desserts. Sandy had decorated the tables beautifully.
8. There was a great variety of items donated for the Silent Auction. Over $800 was raised.
9. Charlotte Chastain Cothern won the 50/50 chance prize of almost $200. (The other half of
the prize was donated to the Pierre Chastain Family Association.)
10. Ron Roberts took the official group photo. (Above in Section 2)
11. Carol Midgat was nominated and approved at the General Family Meeting to take over the
position of Membership Chair of the Pierre Chastain Family Association, vacated by J. Dee
Chastain, who stepped down from the Board.
12. Sandy Chastain Brough was nominated and approved at the General Family Meeting to take
over the position of Publicity Chair of the Pierre Chastain Family Association, replacing Carol
Migdat who had held that position.
13. Rebecca Chastain Bigsby was nominated and approved at the General Family Meeting to
be the new Recording Secretary of the Pierre Chastain Family Association.
14. J. Dee Chastain was nominated and approved for the honorary position of Emeritus member
of the PCFA Board.
15. At the Board meeting, it was announced that Susan Slape Hoysagk is stepping down from
her position as editor of The Chestnut Tree, the official publication of the Pierre Chastain Family
Association, effective after the January 2018 issue.
16. Ron and Phyllis Mitchell volunteered to host the 2018 reunion in the area of Richmond and
Midlothian, Virginia, the area where Pierre Chastain and his family lived. There was a vote at the
Family Meeting on Saturday morning with a unanimous vote of approval. (Several of the Chastain
cousins have already volunteered to help them.)
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7. Chastains in the News
MENU

Explaining Tragedy to a Child
October 3, 2017 – By Kate Smith
Reporter for WRCBTV (Chattanooga, Tennessee)
Psychologists say although kids may not be
talking about it, the recent events in Las Vegas
can still be stressful to them.
Farlie Chastain suggests starting off the
conversation by asking questions about what
they have heard and answer any questions
they might have. The conversation will be
different based on age, but the overall
message should be that they are safe at home
and school.
Just like adults, children across the Tennessee
Valley are left struggling searching for an
explanation in the wake of the deadliest mass
shooting in modern United States history. “We
don't want to create the unsafe feeling of all
people are bad. There is a small portion of our
population who do really horrible things. For
the most part, you can see it in the people who
jumped in and helped, people by and large
want to help each other.”
Farlie Chastain, a licensed clinical social

worker said it's normal for kids to ask
questions at a time like this. He encourages
parents to be honest. “The best way to handle
it, is to talk about it. In a safe place. When we
see things like this happen, the big thing it
creates is a loss of safety.”
He said kids can experience a wide range of
emotions, and that's normal. When talking with
your kids about what happened, Chastain said
it's important to tell them it's okay to feel
whatever emotions they're feeling. “At our
core, we are all human. When something
happens. We feel it. We sense it. Certainly,
could it happen here? Sure. Could somebody
do something horrible in our own back yard,
that's the thing that we know. So it makes it
real and personal to us.”
Sometimes children may be more comfortable
talking to someone outside of the family, like a
teacher or a therapist. Farlie Chastain urges
parents to make those resources available if
they're needed.

MENU

Georgia Boy Pays Sweet Tribute to Fallen Officer
October 5, 2017 by Allie Goorick
WSBTV (Chattanooga, Tennessee)
A Georgia boy brought comfort to a grieving
police department by paying a sweet tribute to
a fallen officer. Last week, Det. Kristen Hearne
was killed in the line of duty in Cedartown.
As the funeral procession passed through Polk
County, Hearne's fellow officers were moved
to see 3-year-old Cohen, wearing a police

officer's uniform and saluting as the funeral
procession passed through Polk County.
A co-worker of Hearne's (who wished to
remain anonymous), sent Channel 2 Action
News photos of the tiny policeman with this
message:
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"This little guy stood for the entire funeral
procession saluting every police car as they
passed. I can’t tell you what this means to the
LE community. It just touched a lot of us here,"
the co-worker said.
We caught up with Cohen's mother, Mandy
Brooks Chastain to hear the story behind her
son's sweet gesture.
"Cohen has always looked up to police
officers. He is so sweet and has always had
the biggest heart," she said. "He loves
superheroes and thinks of police officers as
real-life superheroes."
Chastain and her family are members of
Victory Baptist Church, where Hearne's funeral
service was held on Tuesday. The family
attended her visitation to pay their respects.

Cohen had a lot of questions about all of the
police officers at his church.
"I told him the truth. I told him that a police
officer got shot and killed by a 'bad guy,'"
Chastain said. "He totally understood and he
seemed so heartbroken." Chastain explained
to him that there would be a funeral
procession the next day and asked Cohen if
he wanted to go.
Of course, Cohen wanted to attend in his
"uniform." But even his mom was surprised at
how dedicated Cohen was to honor the fallen
officer. "He stood out there on that stool for
hours saluting each officer that came by,"
Chastain said. "He made us so proud."
Det. Kristen Hearne leaves behind her
husband and 3-year-old son, Isaac.

MENU

Aragon celebrates child who stood in salute to Det. Hearne
October 7, 2017 - By Keven Myrick
Editor, Polk County Standard Journal
It was a touching moment for many people
when 3-year-old Cohen Chastain stood at
attention and saluted as the funeral procession
for Det. Kristen Hearne passed by on U.S. 278
on the way to lay her to rest.
His Tuesday tribute to the fallen Polk County
Police detective didn't go unnoticed by local
officials, and they decided they wanted to do
something special for the boy who loves law
enforcement.
Cohen donned his uniform again on Friday to
get a special honor of his own from the City of
Aragon, and his parents Chris and Mandy
(Chastain) brought him to city hall where a
surprise was waiting for him.
Police officers greeted Cohen, who wanted to
thank him for the show of support for the men
and women in blue. Also waiting for him was

Isaac Hearne — Det. Hearne’s son — and his
family, and the pair got to play around together
for the morning and learn a little about being a
police officer.
"This was a very special honor for us and the
family to do that for Cohen," said City Clerk
Christie Langston. "It meant a lot to all of us."
The City of Aragon provided the opportunity for
Cohen to meet Aragon Police Department's
Chief Mark Riley, Sgt. Dane Hunter and Sgt.
Brad Lloyd, and after some initial greetings he
also got to play with Isaac in an Aragon Police
Department patrol car — including a chance to
play with the lights and sirens.
Langston said the city also provided Cohen
with a backpack full of goodies as well, his
own police badge and toy police car, and a
Paw Patrol stuffed dog.
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The city chose to reach out to Cohen's family
to meet up with the Hearne's after they saw his
tribute to Det. Hearne. Her husband, Lt. Matt
Hearne, serves with the Aragon Police
Department.

Langston added that the moment was truly
special for everyone at the City of Aragon, who
at the end of a difficult week of mourning were
able to do something positive for Cohen.

MENU

Chastain Celebrates her 85th Birthday
October 8, 2017 – Moultrie Observer (Georgia)
MOULTRIE — Mr. and Mrs. David Chastain of Moultrie were hosts for a dinner
at their home in celebration of his mother, Bea Chastain, on the occasion of her
85th birthday Sept. 18.
Those attending were her sons, daughter, grandchildren and great-grandchildren:
• Sons: Bill Chastain and wife, Arny, of Las Vegas, Nev.; and John Chastain and
wife, Jeri, of Moultrie.
• Daughter: Robbie (Chastain) Chambers and husband, Joe, of Lake Park, Ga.
• Grandchildren and great-grandchildren: Emilee Chastain of Moultrie; Mandy and
Flander Clements and Allie Ray Clements of Moultrie; Jessica Fields, Ava and
Brantly of Moultrie; and John Chambers and Gray of Valdosta, Ga.

MENU

Neighbor saves newly engaged couple from burning home
October 10, 2017 – By Natalie Fultz for fox 5 television station in Atlanta
DAWSON COUNTY, Ga. - Saturday should
have been a great night for Marcus Sneen and
Catherine Chumbley. Sneen asked Chumbley,
his girlfriend of nearly two years, to marry him.
Chumbley said yes. But hours later, their night
of dreams took a dreadful turn.
Sneen and Chumbley were fast asleep as a
fire ripped through their Dawson County home.
Across the street, their neighbor Travis
Chastain was wide awake.
"I noticed the power flickering in my house and
then I looked out the window and saw their
house on fire," Travis Chastain said. "I put on
my boots and ran over and didn't see anyone,
but I knew they were home."

Chastain said he started yelling and banging
on their home when he heard Sneen yell for
help. "I threw rocks at the windows and helped
him get out," Chastain said.
Still stuck inside, Chumbley said her neighbor
did the unthinkable. "He risked his own life to
save mine," Catherine Chumbley said. "I had
a 15-foot drop and I was dangling there and he
jumped up and helped get me out."
Chumbley and Sneen said they lost everything
in the fire, "Our cars melted, my engagement
ring," Chumbley said. "My daughter was at her
grandmother's house that night, but we lost all
of the baby stuff we had just gotten from her
baby shower."
Chumbley and Sneen spent two nights in an
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area hospital. "We got stitches," Sneen said.
"We have bumps and bruises, but we are
going to be okay."
Chumbley and Sneen said the only reason
they are still alive is because of their neighbor.
"He's our hero," Chumbley said. "Without him,

we wouldn't be here today. We would have
burned up in that house"
"I don't consider myself a hero," Chastain said.
"I'd hope someone would do that for me and
my family."

MENU

Chastain, Robinson added to Tennova Wall of Honor
October 19, 2017, By Allen Mincey, From The Cleveland Daily Banner
It is rare that those in the medical field have
over 40 years of service. It is even more
unusual for this service to be at the same
hospital for that period of time.
However, at Tennova Healthcare-Cleveland,
six doctors have been recognized for that
longevity. Two of those doctors who have over
40 years dating back to when Tennova's west
campus was named Cherokee Park, were
honored at a special reception Wednesday.
Dr. Allan Chastain and Dr. Don Robinson
were recognized for their time serving at the
hospital, through its time as Cleveland
Community Hospital, Bradley Memorial
Hospital and SkyRidge Medical Center.
"I started in January 1977," Chastain said. "I
have patients who I started seeing in 1977,
and people got used to us and liked coming to
us."
He joined practice with his father, Dr. Chalmer
Chastain, and their office is one of the longest
practices in Cleveland.
"Things have changed so much since 1977,"
he noted. "When I started here in Cleveland,
we didn't have any cardiologists or
pulmonarists, so if someone had a heart
attack, I took care of it. "Whatever it took, we
just did it all," Chastain added.

Chastain covered emergency rooms at both
hospitals. He said that being in medicine came
naturally as he watched his father in that
profession. And, he learned, that being a
doctor is very rewarding.
"There is always something good to do every
day, and you can make a difference every day
in medicine, and if you can help people, you
have that opportunity every day," Chastain
said.
Robinson agreed that working at the hospitals
in Cleveland for 40-plus years has changed
over the years.
"We did everything," Robinson said. He joined
the hospitals in 1977 also, about six months
after Chastain. He added that both he and
Chastain had to give up some of their personal
life to be doctors.
"People say that 'medicine is a jealous
mistress' and when you are 'married' to
medicine, people expect you to be there,"
Robinson said. In fact, he said his son played
varsity soccer for two years, and he only had
the opportunity to see him play twice.
"Things have changed in those 40 years.
When I first came, we didn't have CAT scans,
so if they didn't know what was wrong with
you, they would cut you open," he said. "Now,
they almost always know what they are going
to see before they get in there."

Page 11 of 15

MENU

Prayer List
Please hold the following family members in your hearts and prayers.
Martha Ray
Roy Chastain
Donna Roberts

The Lord’s Prayer — In French
MENU
At the end of our PCFA reunion in Louisville, Kentucky, Anne
Stokes Moore offered the Lord’s Prayer in French as the
blessing before our banquet meal. It was fitting and very
moving to hear the words our ancestors may have prayed in
their own language.

Notre Père
Notre Père, qui es aux cieux,
Que ton nom soit sanctifié,
Que ton règne vienne,
Que ta volonté soit faite sur la terre comme au ciel.
Donne-nous aujourd'hui notre pain de ce jour.
Pardonne-nous nos offences
Comme nous pardonnons aussi à ceux qui nous ont offensés.
Et ne nous soumets pas à la tentation,
mais délivre-nous du mal,
car c'est à toi qu'appartiennent le règne,
la puissance et la gloire, aux siècles des siècles.
Amen
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Obituaries

MENU

Olis Garvin Chastain
September 21, 2017- tribune.com (South Carolina)
Olis Garvin Chastain, 88, of Travelers Rest, passed away on Monday, September 18, 2017 at
McCall Hospice House.
Born in Pickens County, he was a son of the late Abner Oscar and Bertha Elizabeth Masters
Chastain. Mr. Chastain was a U.S. Army veteran of Korea; a member of the Cooper Masonic
Lodge #282; he worked at the J.P. Stevens Slater Plant for 21 years; he was owner of Chastain
Produce for 21 years; he retired from BI-LO after 10 years; he was a member of Clearview Baptist
Church, where he was a Deacon for 3 terms, a Sunday School Teacher and Sunday School
Superintendent for 7 years.
Surviving is his wife of 64+ years, Louise Stansell Chastain; two sons, Steven Chastain (Angie)
and Timothy Chastain (Alona); one daughter, Sheila (Chastain) Rainwater (Darrell); 1 brother,
Carlee Chastain; 8 grandchildren and 16 great grandchildren. In addition to his parents he was
predeceased by 2 sisters and 6 brothers.
Funeral services will be held at 2 o’clock Friday afternoon at Clearview Baptist Church with burial
to follow in Mountain View Memorial Park. The family will receive friends from 12:30 until 1:45 PM
Friday at the church prior to the service.
The family will be at the home of his daughter Sheila (Chastain) Rainwater.

MENU
Oedith Chastain Carbine
September 28, 2017 from The Chattanoogan
Oedith Chastain Carbine, 73 of Chickamauga passed away on Monday, Sept. 25, 2017. She
was a lifelong resident of Chickamauga and was of the Baptist faith. Oedith was a loving mother,
grandmother, sister and niece who will be greatly missed.
She was preceded in death by her parents, William and Wenell Prather Chastain and brother,
Ronith Chastain.
Oedith is survived by her daughters, Tina Revis and Renea Bivens; sister, Maggie Jo Cain; five
grandchildren; four great grandchildren; aunt, Martha Kilgore; and several nieces and nephews.
The funeral service will be held at noon on Thursday, Sept. 28 in the funeral home chapel, with
Rev. Timmy Chastain officiating. Interment will follow in Grand Center Baptist Cemetery. The
family will receive friends from 3-8 p.m. on Wednesday and prior to the service on Thursday.
Arrangements by Wilson Funeral Home-J. Avery Bryan Chapel, Chickamauga.
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Frances D. Chastain
From The Licking News (Missouri) October 2, 2017

MENU

Fran D. Chastain, 60, of Edgar Springs, Missouri passed away around 1 a.m. on Saturday,
September 30, 2017. She was born March 29, 1957 to the late Preston and Frances (Long)
Merryman. Fran began working at Big Lots in August of 2000 at its opening and continued working
over the next seventeen years. She was a member of the photography group, Ozark Shutter
Junkies. Photography was her biggest passion, with several of her photos winning awards.
She was a breast cancer survivor. Through her sickness, she always had a smile on her face and
never let her faith falter. She was a member of First Baptist Church of Edgar Springs, Missouri
for 18 years.
Fran was survived by her husband of 29 years, John R. Chastain, Sr. of Edgar Springs, Missouri;
children, Kathy and Russell Crider, John, Jr. and Amie Chastain and Julie Sparks; eight
grandkids; five great-grandkids as well as several nieces and nephews.
Memorial service for Fran will be held Wednesday, October 4, 2017 at 1 p.m. at First Baptist
Church in Edgar Springs, Missouri. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be made to
Nationwide Childrens’ Hospital Campaign.

Lila Mae Chastain Wright
October 15, 2017: Whiddon Shiver Funeral Home Obituary

MENU

Lila Mae Chastain Wright
December 13, 1931 - October 14, 2017]
Lila Mae Chastain Wright, 85, of Thomasville died at her residence Saturday, October 14, 2017
surrounded by her family. A funeral service will be held at 2 p.m. Tuesday, October 17 in the
chapel of Whiddon-Shiver Funeral Home. Interment will follow at Laurel Hill Cemetery. The Rev.
Robert McCoy will officiate. Active Pallbearers will be Chris Barfield, Derrick Barnes, Chris Gay,
Mark Weaver, David Alderman and Jordan Ambrose.
Born December 13, 1931 in Mitchell County, Georgia she the daughter of Frank and Julie
Hatcher. Mrs. Wright was married to James Luther Wright and he preceded her in death on May
22, 2000. She retired after working over 35 years with Sunnyland Foods and was a member of
Ione Freewill Baptist Church.
She is survived by her daughters, Gail Johnson and her husband Bobby of Moultrie and Sue
Barfield of Thomasville, Grandchildren: Chris Barfield (Michelle), Brandy Barnes (Derrick), Lisa
Weaver (Mark), Brenda Alderman (David), Melissa Bennett (Rodney), Jodie Corbett (John) and
Pam Adams, Great grandchildren; Kristi Ambrose (Jordan), Chelsea Roberts (C.J.), Kayla Gay
(Chris), Regan Alderman, Peyton Alderman, Bowen Barfield, Brayden Barfield, Avery Barnes,
Keeley Bennett and Bryson Bennett, Great-great-grandchildren; Riley Ambrose, Jace Ambrose,
Cason Ambrose, Laiken Roberts, Gavin Roberts and Jon David Gay.
She was preceded in death by a son, Allen Chastain and her brothers Roy
Hatcher, Dallas Hatcher and Hubert Hatcher. The family will receive
friends Monday from 6-8 pm at Whiddon-Shiver Funeral Home.
Page 14 of 15

11. Chastain Chatter Publishing Information
MENU
The Chastain Chatter anchor site is www.chastain-chatter.com.
To submit articles, reports, stories, questions, announcements, etc., send a note to Karyl
Chastain Beal at karylcb@gmail.com and karylcb@cs.com.
Questions or comments about the .PDF file formatting, problems with links, or eye aches, please
contact Ron Roberts at: strebor1995@gmail.com.
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